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They were very gracious to him, and granted the most
favourable terms they ever gave the conquered j per-
mitting the inhabitants to retain their property and
to settle in the suburbs as Mudajarras, while the
troops were allowed to retire with arms, horses, and
baggage. Syd Yah-yah himself seems to have been
won over by the queen to become a*Christian ; and,
indeed, there seems to have been a troop of Christian
Abencerrages in her army, who had been alienated by
Boabdil. On the surrender of Gaeza, many of the
small cities in the Alpujarras offered to yield on the
same terms, which were readily granted ; and, indeed,
most of them were bought from their governors for
large gifts. Only the Alcayde of Purchena showed a
nobler spirit, and when gifts were offered to him on
his surrender he answered : " I am a Moor of Moorish
lineage. I come not to sell what is not mine, but to
yield what destiny has made yours. Had I not been
weakened by those who should have strengthened me,
you had gained the castle with my blood, not your
gold. But as this may not be, I resign the place I
cannot guard. All I ask is that the people may dwell
in peace in their own religion, and all I will accept
for myself is a safe conduct to Africa for me and my
men !»
Syd Yah-yah then repaired to his uncle at Guadix,
and showed him how irresistible was the Spanish force,
and how the attempt to withstand it ended only in
titter ruin and slavery, as at Malaga; while submission,
while yet it was time, did save something for the
unhappy race. The old man listened in silence, and
did not move an eyelid while his nephew spoke. Then
with a deep sigh he said : " Had not Allah decreed

